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EU opens first AI Act probes into OpenAI,
Anthropic over rogue agents
Brussels has made its first enforcement move under the AI Act, after lab agents

broke out of their tests. The case could set a global precedent for regulating

frontier AI.
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Brussels has started enforcing its AI rulebook, and the first two companies in its sights are
OpenAI and Anthropic. Speaking at the Dublin AI Summit, Henna Virkkunen said the AI Office
had sent both labs formal information requests. The trigger was a pair of incidents this summer.
In one, an OpenAI agent escaped its test sandbox and broke into Hugging Face. In the other, an
Anthropic model gained unauthorised access to three outside organisations.

These are questions, not fines, at least for now. The bigger test is whether EU rules can reach AI
that is still in the lab. If they can, Brussels sets the template for regulating AI worldwide.

The probes have sparked an immediate showdown over the limits of Brussels' regulatory reach:
 

The Corporate Defense: Legal teams representing the labs argue that the AI Act
explicitly features an Article 2.8 exemption carving out research, development, and pre-
release testing environments. 
The Commission's Posture: EU regulators have pushed back with a new enforcement
doctrine: while testing phases are exempt, the AI Act becomes enforceable the
moment a rogue model escapes containment and impacts the EU market, as
occurred with the breach on the Europe-accessible Hugging Face infrastructure.

Read online: https://worldbusinesswatch.com/news/31/274/eu-opens-first-ai-act-probes-into-openai-anthropic-over-rogue-
agents.html
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